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PREFACE. 


HE following Eſſay was not 
arawn up by the Direction 


er Advice, nor with an Eye 
to the Intereſt of any particular Party. 
Its only Deſign being to repreſent the 
great Euil and Miſchief of an Un- 
charitable Spirit; the Excellence and 
Neceſſity of a peaceavle, affectionate, 
uniting 1 emper ; the Reaſons why 
we ought to guard againſt the One, 
and Methods by which we may pro- 

mote the Other. ö 
It is pre ſum d, Diſcourſes upon theſe 
Subjects are at no time unjeaſonable, 
eſpecally not at. this day, when "tis 
juſily to be fear d, that the cuceſſive 
Heats of the ſeveral contending Par- 
ties among ſt us, wall, if not timel) re- 
2 mellied, 
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medied, evacuate and deſtroy genuine 
Religion, weaken the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt, and introduce Popiſh Idolatry 
and Slavery; a Toke that neither our 
Fathers, nor We, will be able to 
bear. bis fort Trad 

Tf this ſhort Trad may any ways 
fee the End deſend he Glory 
of God, the Honour of our Holy Re- 
livion, and the Growth of Peace and 
Love among ſt us; the Author will 
think bis Pains amply rewarded, and 
ſhall be able to deſpiſe the little Cavils 
that may be made agamſt this Scheme; 
deſiring no greater Honour than to be 
Inſtrumental in promoting the Inte- 
reſts of Religion, and the Happineſs 
of his Native Country. 


ſelves. How many cogent Motives to this 
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HE Chriſtian Religion is of the 
mildeſt and moſt peaceable Spiric 
of any Syſtem that has yet appear'd 

in the World. No Doctrine was 


ever taught that had ſo much Love and 
ee in it; None that ever laid its Diſ- 
ciples under ſuch expreſs and powerful Obli- 

ations to Peace and Unity amongſt them- 


Duty, are to be found in the Holy Scriptures! 
There, God, the Supreme Object of our 
Religion, is repreſented as the God of Peace 
and Love: Our Bleſſed Lord, the Son of 
God, and Saviour of Mankind, appears un- 
der the ſame Glorious Character, The Prince 
of Peace ; And has mark'd out this Generous 
Diſpoſition, to be the diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racer of all his true Diſciples. Hereby ſhall jo. 13. 34. 
all Men know, ſays he, that ye are my Diſci- 
ples, if ye love one another. 


Now 
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Now as Conformity to the Divine Image 
or Likeneſs, is the only Standard of Excel- 
lence, and conſequently the trueſt and great- 
eſt Happineſs that Creatures are capable of, 
which is begun in this Lower World, and will 
be perfected in the Heavenly State; So, if 
we be deſtitute of Love and Charity, we 
cannot be Happy, becauſe we cannot be like 
God; For God # Love ; and bereby we know 
( ſays the Apoſtle ) that God dwelleth in us, 
and his Love as perfected in us. 

Nor without this Spirit of Charity, can 
. we have any good Evidence of our Love ta 
God, whatever Pretences Enthuſiaſm and 
3 may ſupply us with: For ſo 
v. 20, faith St. Jobn, If Man ſay I love God, and 
hateth his Brother, he u a Liar; for he that 
Itveth not bi Brother whom he hath ſeen, how 

can he love God whom he hath not ſeen ? 
But in ſpite of all that can be ſaid, how 
contrary is this to general Practice? Men 
live and act, as if not a Syllable like this 
were to be found in all the Bible. Our Di- 
viſions have done us inexpreflible Miſchief, 
and I pray God it may not prove Irreparable 
too. They have eaten out the very Lite of 
Religion, almoſt wholly ſupplanted true Vir- 
tue in the Conſcienge, and true Piety in the 
Mind; to fill our Heads with Notional 
Trifles, and our Hearts with Unchriſtian 
Rancor. What was ſaid of a former Age, 
Liv. Temp. (as a late Pious and Learned Perſon has ob- 
Part 1.p-6-ſerv'd ) could never agree to any better than 
our own, That none was ever more fruitful of 
Religions, and barren of Religion or real 


Piety. 
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Piety. While Men have been eagerly pur- 


ſuing the little Intereſts of a Party, the In- 


tereſt of Practical Religion has been daily 
decaying, and is now become an almoſt to- 
tally forgotten and diſregarded thing. Thus 
the Uncharitable dy 4 Bigot, wounds the 
very Vitals of that Religion, by which he 
hopes for Eternal Life. 
That Envy and Hatred, Paſſion and Party; 
or in other Words, The want of a truly Chri- 
ſtian Spirit of Moderation, are the growin 
Evils of this Age, Experience ſadly teſtifies. 
To correct thoſe Malignant Humours, would 
be a laborious, but a moſt important Service. 
As it would tend to prevent our utter Ruin, 
which we have reaſon enough to fear from 
our Diviſions, ſo would it alſo very much 
tend to preſerve and increaſe thoſe many 
Invaluable Bleſſings, which we in this Nati- 
on do particularly enjoy. And happy would 
it be for us, if we would at length become 
a Pattern and Exemplar to the whole Chri- 
ſtian World, in this great Point of Chriſtian 
Love and Charity: Happy ſhould I think 
my ſelf too, ſhould this ſhort and imperfect 
Eſſay produce, though it were only /o much to- 
wards the great End 'twas wrote for, as to 
excice ſome Abler Pen to do Juſtice to this 


Excellent and Uſeful Subject. 


Tis not to be ſuppoſed indeed that we 
ſhould all agree in every Circumſtance of Re- 
ligion; ſuch an Union was never yet known 
in the World ; nor ever will be, till the Spi- 
rit of Union, the Bleſſed Spiric of God, 
new mould Mens Diſpoſition? and Enligh- 


ten 
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ten them with a more general and powerful 
Operation from above. The different Parts 
and Capacities of Men, their different Ideas 
and Apprehenſion of Things, proceeding from 
Natural as well as Moral Cauſes, muſt neceſ- 
farily lead them into different Opinions ; 
and theſe will influence to a different Pra- 
Rice, But in the Subſtance of Religion, we 
may, and ought to agree: And amongſt all 
the Subſtantials of it, none more conſpicu- 
ous, none more neceſſary than Univerſal 
Charity ; in Matters of leſs Conſequence, let 
every one act as be is perſuaded in his own 
Mind: But an Union of Hearts and Affecti- 
ons, let us by all Means endeavour to Culti- 
vate and Improve: And how pleaſant a thing 


is it for Brethren (in this Senſe) to du ell toge- 


ther in Unity 

On the other Hand, how grofly do they 
abuſe the Chriſtian Name, who quarrel a- 
bout Trifles, and ſwell with Hatred, and 
grow inflamed with Malice, becauſe every 
Body about them does not think, ſpeak, and 
act by their Standard, even in the ſmalleſt 
Matters? I doubt not, this Imperious Con- 
duct has proved a very great Obſtruction to 
that which we are all of us bound to Pray 
for and Endeavour, the Enlargement of our 
Saviour's Kingdom upon Earth. Obſerving 
Heathens, Jews, and other Infidels, cannot 
but take notice how ill our Lives and our 


Profeſſions ſuit: They cannot but remark, 


that whatever good Words we may give to 
our Religion, we do not value it in good 
Earneſt ; whilſt tho' it ſtrictly binds us down 
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to Love and Union, we ridicule the Precept 
by a Courſe of Enmity and Diviſion. With 
what Face can we expect that they ſhould 
Reverence and Embrace the Chriſtian Law, 
when we fairly ſhew them by our Practice, 
| that we our ſelves deſpiſe it? How can we 
hope they ſhould come over to us, when they 
| find us cruelly hating, reviling and perſecn- 
ting one another ; except they have a mind 
to be hated, reviled, and perſecuted them- 
ſelves ; which is not natural to ſuppoſe ? 
Our unhappy Divilions and Diſſentions, 
have indeed turned the Chriſtian Church in- 
to a School of Wrangling Diſputes, and ſo 
made Men more concern'd what they be- 
lieve, than how they live. This is the rea- 
dieſt way to repreſent the Chriſtian Faith as 
very doubtful and uncertain, and Chriſtiani- 
ty it ſelf as a great Diſturber of the Peace 
of Mankind. : 
** Chriſtians were once known by the Be- Seiding- 
nignity and Sweetneſs of their Diſpoſiti- feet Ireni- 
ons, by the Candor and Ingenuity of their % prag 
Spirits, by their mutual Love, Forbear- 
ance, and Condeſcenſion towards one a- 
nother : And this was it that once made 
our Religion ſo amiable in the Judgment 
© of Impartial Heathens. ” This was the 
Character of the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 
and highly worthy of our Imitation, 
| What a noble Harmony was there amongſt 
| them in the performing the great Duties of 
þ our Religion? Their Hearts were all united 
in the Fear and Service of God; And the Ads 4. 
multitude of them that Believed, were of one 3% 
Heart, 
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Heart, and of one Soul. They always endea- 
voured to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace. Their great Concern, was 
to promote Serious, Practical, Living Religi- 
on, and not Contentions and Quarrels about 
mere Trifles, about Indifferent Modes and 
Forms of Divine Worſhip : For, © He muſt 
{© be (as our Learned Stillingfleet has obſerv'd ) 
* a great Stranger in the Primitive Church, 
that takes not notice of the great Diverſi- 
ty of Rites and Cuſtoms uſed in particu- 
lar Churches, without any cenſuring thoſe 
who differed from them ; or if any by 
inconſiderate Zeal did proceed fo far, how 
ill it was reſented by other Chriſtians. 
Such was the admirable Unity of theſe firſt 
Chriſtians, that an Intelligent Heathen. could 
ſay of them, That th they had many Bodies, 
they had but one Soul. And is it not a wretch- 
ed Caſe, a moſt unhappy Proſpect, that fo 
little of this is now to be found in the whole 
Chriſtian World 2 And that on the other 
Hand, inſtead of continuing in the True Vine, 
and bearing Fruit as Branches of that Excel- 


cc 
cc 
c 
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lent Root, ( the Lord Jeſus, the Prince of 


Peace and Charity) We are turn d into the 
Degenerate Plant of a ſtrange Vine, Branches of 
Chriſt engrafted upon the Stock of Satan, 
and ſowred to envious and uncharitable Diſ- 
poſitions ? If we are agreed in the great 
Fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
is it not great Folly and Weakneſs ; nay, 
Wickedneſs in us, to contend and quarrel 
with our Chriſtian Brethren, about Matters of 
imaller Moment? ls it not high time to ſup- 

| preſs 
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preſs this growing Malignity, and to uſe our 
utmoſt Endeavours to Revive that Love, and 
Peace, and Unity, by which our Religion 
flouriſhed at firſt, and by the Loſs of which 


tis almoſt wholly Overwhelm'd ? If we de- 


lay, the Miſchief may increaſe upon us, till 
at laſt it grow too {trong to be controll'd. 


Perhaps there has been no Age which has 


produced fiercer Contentions about Conformi- 
ty to the Primitive Manner of Worſhip,than this 
of ours; Each Party aſſerting with great Confi- 
dence, that they come the neareſt to it of any, 
And yet how many are there of both Par- 
ties, that ſeem to have forgot that main 
thing, they ought eſpecially to Copy from 
the Primitive Chriſtians, That True Spirit of 
Piety, that Holy Zeal for the Honour and 
Glory of God, tha: 'Animated them ! How 
ſhamefully is this abated and cool'd, if not 
entirely loſt, amongſt us How is that char- 
ming Concord and Harmony, that was ſo 
Remarkable in them, decayed, ſcorched and 
withered, by the exceſſive Heat of our Divi- 
ſions ! The Difference of Opinion and Pra- 
Rice, about the ſmaller Matters of Religi- 
on, which was amongſt the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, did not diſunite them, did not draw 
them to hate, revile, calumniate and deſpiſe 
each other; A Brotherly Love and Kindneſs 
was {till induſtriouſly ſupported amongſt 
them. They very well knew they had Work 
of greater Importance to mind, than to quar- 
rel about Trifles : And the ſame great Work 
is ours, as well as theirs, even to work out our 
own Salvation with fear and trembling ; which 

2 is 
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is not ſo eaſy as many are apt to imagine; 


tis a ſtrait Gate we muſt enter in at, if we 


deſign for Everlaſting Happineſs. The Chri- 
ftian Life has Difficulties attending it. It 
will require a great deal of our Time, Study 
and Endeavours, ſo to order our Converſation 
aright, that we may ſee the Salvation of God. 
The Time js ſhort, and our greateſt Concern, 
a ſerious Preparation for Death and Judg- 
ment, muſt be diligently minded, or we are 
undone for ever. 

It was a good Admonition St. Ambroſe 
gave to a Perſon that ſpent the greateſt part 
of his time, in contending for little Notions 
of his own, of no real uſe to Mankind ; 
Tempus tuum currit, & tu Ludis ? Intimating, 
that if he did bur ſeriouſly conſider, that hz 
Glaſs was conſtantly a running, that Time was 
upon the Ving, and when once loſt, never in 
a Natural Senſe to be retriev'd ; he would 
not trifle it away at ſuch a vain and careleſs 
rate. Indeed our Lives are fo ſhort and un- 
certain, our Work for Eternity ſo great and 
difficult, that we have no Hours to loſe in 


Wranglings and Diſputes, upon different O- 


inions in Controverſy. Were we but duly 
Fenſible of the Value of Time, and what de- 
pends upon it, (Eternal Happineſs or Miſe- 
ry, according as we improve or miſimprove 
it) we ſhould watch more circumſpectily, and 
take more Care to Redeem it, becauſe the Days 
are evil, And let thoſe who have been doing 
nothing a# the Day but diſputing, and fomen- 
ting Diviſions, and purſuing the Intereſt of a 
Party, conſider whether God in his juſt Judg- 
ment 
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ment may not cauſe the Night to ſeize upon 
them, in which no Man can work ; and as them- 
ſelves have kept an obſtinate diſtance from 
their Fellow-Chriſtians, may ſeal them up in 
Death, and cut off all Opportunities of Re- 
conciling themſelves to his Offended Majeſty 
for ever. 

Let us refle a little what was the End of 
our Creation: Was it not to ſerve and glo- 
rify God in this our State of Pilgrimage and 
Tryal upon Earth, in order to be made hap- 
py in the Enjoyment of him to all Eternity ? 
Is not the Promoting and Advancing the In- 
tereſt of God and Religion, and the Enlar- 
ging of Chriſt's Kingdom in the Hearts of 
our ſelves and others, our main Buſineſs here? 
If ſo, then ſurely the promoting Hatred, 
Animoſities, and unchriſtian Diviſions (which 
tend to deſtroy the Kingdom of Chriſt, For 
a Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand ) 
muſt be directly contrary to our Duty; and 
if we would promote the Intereſt of Chriſt, 


we ſhould induſtriouſſy follow the things that Rom. 14. 


make for PEACE, and things whereby we may '* 


Edify another : For the Kingdom of God ( as 
St. Paul tells us) is not Meat and Drink ( does 
not conſiſt in thoſe indifferent things which 
we are ſo apt to quarrel about) but Riphte- 
ouſneſe, and Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
And he that in theſe things ſervetb Chriſt, us ac- 
ceptable to God, and approved of Men. From 
hence tis very plain, that He beſt ſerves the 
Intereſt of God and Religion, who uſes his 
utmoſt Endeavours for promoting Peace and 
Rightequſneſs, and, as the Conſequent of theſe, 
Toy in the Holy Ghoſt. What 
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What Cauſe and Intereſt then muſt he be 
ſaid to ſerve, that inſtead of Peace and 


Righteouſneſs, blows the Trumpet of Strife, 


Contention, and Hatred amongſt his Chriſtian 
Brethren, and who directly contrary to thoſe 
many Precepts in Holy Writ, Not to Fudge 
our Brother ; to Judge no Man as to Meat 
and Drink, and the like; condemns thoſe that 
only differ from him, in things not Eſſential to 
Religion, to have their part in the Lake that 
burns with Fire and Brimſtone, with the Grand- 


father of Falſhood, the Devil and his Angels? 
What Intereſt but the Devil's, that malicious 


Spirit, who makes it his Buſineſs to Effect 
our Ruin, and never found a likelier way for 
it, than by fomenting Hatred and Diviſion 
amongſt our ſelves * And this he has en- 
deavoured to do, by influencing thoſe, whoſe 
Duty it is to /ift up their Voices like Trumpets ; 
to ſound rather an Alarm to our Contentious 
Spirits, than a Parley or Retreat; which had 
been far more ſuitable to thoſe to whoſe Pro.. 
feſſion the Character of Meſſengers of Peace 

belongs. | | 
Perhaps that want of Love and Charity a- 
mongſt us is in a great meaſure owing to 
this, That we don't well conſider the things 
in which we agree, which are certainly of 
greater Moment and Importance than thoſe 
wherein we differ. The Diſſenters from the 
Eſtabliſhed Church ſubſcribe to Thirty Six of 
the Thirty Nine Articles of that Church. And 
thoſe Articles wherein their difference is, re- 
late only to the Diſcipline of the Church, and 
the Impoſition of divers Modes and Ceremo- 
nies, 
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nies, which by one ſide are made neceſſary 
Terms of Communion, and for that Reaſon 
can't be complied with by the other. Now 
if both Sides agree in all things that are E/- 
ſential and Neceſſary to Religion, Is it fit that 
Circumſtantials only ſhould cauſe ſuch Heats 
and Animoſities that are amongſt us? To 
be guilty of this, is plainly to put a diſgrace 
upon that Noble Order of Rational Beings, 
and much more upon the Chriſtian Name 
and Character, to both which we profeſs to 
belong. Let us not therefore ſo ſhamefull 
degrade our ſelves, as to hate and revile one 
another, becauſe we cannot agree in our 
Judgments in every Punctilio, when we pro- 


feſſedly agree in things of far greater con- 
cern and weight. | 


Our Bleſſed Saviour, Mat. 23. 23. denoun- 
ces a Woe againſt the Phariſees, for being ſo 
zealous in paying the Hebe of Mint, Anniſe, 
and Cummin, omitting the weightier Matters 
of the Law ; They placed the t Holineſs 
in thoſe things, in which God places it /:a/. 
And their intemperate Zeal led them to con- 
tend ſo earneſtly for theſe leſſer things of Reli- 
gion; inſomuch that thoſe of the greateſt 
Importance, and indiſpenſible Neceſſity, the 
Conforming themſelves to the Rules of Re- 
ligion, and the Regulation of their Practice 
by them, they had no juſt Regard unto, 

And does not fad Experience teſtify, that 
we have thoſe in our Day, that though they 


ſtrain at a Gnat, yet will ſwallow a Camel? 


Such who think to put a Cheat upon Al- 
mighty God, whilſt they wretchedly deceive 
their 


il 
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their own Souls, by ſuch a Partial Confor- 
mity to the Laws of Religion? Ina word; 
Are there not many who place the Whole of 
their Religion, in contending with great Heat 
for thoſe things which do or deſerve, and 
therefore cannot juſtify an Immoderate warmth 


for them? Hear, O Heavens, and be aſtoniſhed, 


O Earth, that there ſhould be ſuch a Spirit 
and Temper reigning in any that bear the 
Chriſtian Name 

It is juſtly amazing indeed to hear thoſe 
that have the ſame Bapti/m, the ſame Faith, the 
ſame Hope of their Calling, the ſame God and Fa- 
ther, and differ in things of no great Concern, 


calling one another by ſuch hard Names, as 


belong only to thoſe that are of the moſt 
corrupt part of the Chriſtian Church, 

The Differences which cauſe theſe Diviſi- 
ons amongſt Proteſtants, do not exclude ei- 
ther Party, the Eſtabliſhed Church, or Mode- 
rate Diſſenters, from being part of the Holy 
Catholick Church ; which, as the XIX Article 
of the Church of England tells us, is a Congre- 
gation of faithful Men, in which the pure Word 
of God «x preached, and the Sacraments be duly 
adminiſtred, according to Chriſt's Ordinance, in 
all things that of neceſſity are requiſite to the 
ſame. 

Now both the Conformiſts and Non-confor- 
miſts agree to this Character or Deſcription 
given of the Holy Catholick Church ; They a- 
gree in all things that are Eſſential to the Be- 
ing of a Church, though they may differ in 
the Uſe of ſome Indifterent Forms and Modes 
of Worſhip, in which our Moderation ſhould 

| be 
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be ſhown. Let us then make it appear to 
the World, by our conſtant Practice, that as 
We are Members of one and the. ſame Body, 
having Chrift Jeſus for our Head and Ruler; 
So theſe little Differences ſhall not divide Us 
as to Love, and Sincere Affection one to- 
wards another ; but that as Fellow- Chriſtians, 
and Fellow-Heirs of the ſame glorious Pro- _ | 
miſes promulged in the Goſpel, Our Hearts Col. a. 2. 
are knit together in Love, unto all Riches, of the 
ful aſſurance of Underſtanding, to the acknow- 
ledgment of the Myſtery of God, and of the Father, 
and of Chriſt, For he, whoſe Religion is 
only compos'd of a hor, fiery, contending Zeal, 
for the Opinions of any Se or Party, has 
juſt Reaſon to conclude, that he has only rhe 
Outward Form, and is deſtitute of the Inward 
Power of True Piety. Chriſtianity tends to 
moderate Men's Spirits, and 1 them to 
love one another, and to live in Peace and 

Dnity amongſt themſelves: That Wiſdom 
which Religion teaches, which is of an Hea- 
venly Deſcent, r firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, Ja. 3. 17. 
eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without Partiality, and without Hypocriſy. Un- 
charitableneſs is one ſad Effect of Pride; if we 
were but truly ſenſible, that we are 2 
Creatures, ſubject to Error and Miſtake, we 
ſhould not be ſo cenſorious of the Opinions 
and Judgments of thoſe that differ from us. 
But here is our Miſery, that We no ſooner 
receive any thing for Truth, but we preſently 
aſcend the Chair of Infallibility with it, as tho 
in this we could not poſſibly be miſtaken. 
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A ſhort Eſſay towards 

The Pious Biſhops, Ridley and Hooper, how- 
ever they had diſagreed before ( and that too 
with ſome Heat and Anger) about Ce- 
remonies, agreed very well when joined to- 
gether at the Stake of Martyrdom, for Op- 
poſing the Idolatry and Superſtitions of Rome. 
And 'tis an excellent Letter which Ridley 
wrote to Hooper, ( while both of them were 
Priſoners, the one at Oxford, the other at 
London,) concerning their former Differen- 
ces; wherein notwithſtanding they had dif- 
fered about ſome Circumſtances in Religion, 
and this had occaſioned ſome Diſcords be- 
twixt them: Yet (ſays he) God # my Witneſs ; 
In the Bowels of Chriſt , I love you in the Truth 
and for the Truth's ſake, which abideth in us, and 
as I am perſuaded, ſhall abide in ws for ever- 
OTE. | 
Tis hard indeed that nothing ſhort of Per- 
ſecution will drive, even ſerious and good Men, 
to unite and lay aſide their Animoſities about 
Trifles : But that we ſee will do it; and the 
common Danger the Proteſtant Religion was 
in, in King Fames's Reign, ſupplies us with 
another Inſtance of this kind. The Church 
of England and Diſſenters then thought it high 
time to lay aſide their Party-Quarrels, their 


Tempers were mutually ſoftned one towards 


another, and Charity gathered ground, Uni- 
ons and Comprehenſions were talk'd of, and 
both join'd together to effect our late happy 
and glorious Revolution. But that Revolu- 


tion ſettled, we were no ſooner out of dan- 
ger from Popery, than Charity began to cool 


again, Union was forgot, and Comprehen- 
ſion 


Love ad Unity. | 


ſion yawned at as an impratticable, as well as 
needleſs Project; our Paſſions began to revive 
with as much Heat as ever, and odious Di- 
ſtinctions became as much in vogue as for- 
merly. 

What ſhall we ſay to theſe things? If no- 
thing but Fire and Faggot will unite us, have 
we not Reaſon to fear, that God, who 7threar- 
ned us before, will ſometime make us feel the 
ſmart of Perſecution, to drive us to that Chri- 
ftian Charity and Peace which Eaſe and Pien- 
ty will not let us think of. Indeed, the nearer 
Approaches we make to the Eternal World, 
the nearer Views we have of our great 
Change, tis to be hop'd our Spirits will be 
more ſedate and peaceable. It ſtands to Rea- 
ſon that they ſhould be ſo; and even com- 
mon Practice owns the impreſſion of this: 
For *tis uſual with dying Men to declare, that 
they die in Charity with all Mankind. Let 
us reflect then upon our own Mortality, how 
certain it is that we muſt die, and how uncer- 
tain when ; that we may be always in readi- 
neſs for Death and Judgment, and may for- 


give and love one another, as ever we hope 


to be accepted of God. Would we but more 
ſeriouſly think of that great Day, When God 


ſhall Fudge the ſecrets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and render to every Aan according to bus Works ; 


We ſhould not be ſo haſty to Cenlure, ſo 


forward to Condemn our Brother, whole 
Sentiments in many things are different from 
our own. Why doſt thou judge thy Brother? or 
why doſt thou 2 at naught thy Brother, ſays St. 
Paul? Wie ſhall all ſtand before the Fudgment- 
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Rom. 14 


An Eſſay towards 

Seat of Cbriſt. q. d. Remember the Judge 
ſtandeth at the Door; every one of us muſt 
ſuddenly appear before the Judgment-Sear of 
Chriſt: And therefore let us not take the li- 
berty to paſs a raſh and uncharitable Judgment 
on thoſe actings in which we differ from one 
another ; but let us mind thoſe Virtues, and 
promote them, in which the Kingdom of God 
and our Common Chriſtianity conſiſts. The 
Time will come when all the hidden Springs 
of that uncharitable Temper now prevailing 
amongſt us, ſhall be made manifeſt, the trifling 
Differences that inflamed, the ſilly Reaſons that 
ſupported it, expoſed to the juſt Indignation 
of Men and Angels ; and the whole Defor- 
mity of ſuch a deviliſh Spirit ſhall appear 
bare-fac'd, however we may maſque it now 
with the ſprightly Pretences of a Zeal for 
God, Religion and the Chnrch. How ſhall 
they appear before the Bleſſed Jeſus, he that 
is Love it ſelf, who have been perpetually 
Wrangling with their Fellow- Chriſtians for 
things that are hardly worth the naming, 
have lived in Enmity and Hatred with them 
whom He has received , and will finally reward 
with Eternal Glory 

Let us then earneſtly purſue the things 
that make for Peace, that ſo when Chriſt 
(the Prince of Peace and Love) ſnall come 
to Judge the World in Righteouſneſs, we may 
be gracioufly accepted of him, and 4 joyful a- 
bundant Entrance may be adminiſtred to us 
into that heavenly State and World, where 
Peace and Love, and every Chriſtian Virtue 
reigns in the utmoſt Perfection. 1 5 
Fas he 2 * 65 We 


Love and Unity. g 


„ We can never come to the God of 
& Peace, ſays Tertullian, except we live in 
© Peace, and love one another. Where 
Unity and Peace is, there is Heaven upon 
Earth. Love is our foretaſte of Heaven, and 
the Perfection of it Heaven it ſelf. It is the 
State and Work of the glorious Citizens of 
the New Feruſalem above: There the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect, ſhall have ſuch Bleſ- 
ed Views of the God of Love and Peace, 
as ſhall effectually transform them into his 
Likeneſs. If che Emulation of their happy 
State could work us to an Imitation of their 
Heavenly Charity, we ſhould quickly find 
the advantage; Ephraim ſhould no longer envy 
Fudab, nor x vex Ephraim: But our Hands 
would be ſtrengthned againſt our Common 
Enemies, by ſuch an Union of Hearts and 
Affections as would ſecure the Preſence and 
Bleſſing of the Almighty with us, as that 
which he eſpecially delights in. We of this 
Nation muſt be very inexcuſable indeed if 
we neglect the Practice of this Duty; for we 
are not only Indulged with the clear Reve- 
lation of God's Mind and Will, ( a Mercy 
that moſt of the other Parts of the World are 
deprived of) and that daily inculcated upon 
our Minds ; But alſo the Great Example of 
the Beſt of Queens; Who has ſo often recom- 
mended this Amiable Virtue from the Throne, 
and particularly in Her Majeſties late moſt 
Gracious Speech ; wherein SHE thus ad- 
mirably Expreſſes HER Self: 


% For 


April 5. 
1710, 
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A ſport Eſſay towards 


© For My own Part, as it has pleaſed God 
ce to give Succeſs to My Endeavours for the 
© Union of My Two Kingdoms, which I 
© muſt ever Eſteem as one of the greateſt 
ce Bleflings of My Reign; So I hope his Di- 
cc vine Goodneſs will ftill continue favour. 
ce able, and make Me the happy Inftrument 
© of that yet MORE DESIRABLE 
« UNION of the HEARTS of all My 
© People, in the Bonds of MUTUAL 
« AFFECTION, that fo there may Re- 
© main no other CONTENTION among 
© you, but who ſhall Exceed the other in 
“ Contributing to Advance Our PR E- 
© SENT Happineſs, and Secure the PR O- 
* TESTANT SUCCESSION, 


NA = 


If we would then approve Our ſelves 
hearty Lovers of God, Our. Queen and 
Country, let Us endeavour, in Our ſeveral 
Stations and Capacities, to promote Love 
and Union, as that which Almighty God has 
ſo frequently enjoin'd in his Holy Word, Our 
Excellent Sovereign recommends in ſo co- 
gent a manner to Us, and which will con- 
tribute very much to the Preſent and Future 
Happineſs of theſe Nations. 


I cannot cloſe this Eflay, without Recom- 
mending one thing, which I am perſuaded 
would be the moſt likely means to unite the 
Contending Parties amongſt Us, in Heart and 
Affection: And that is, If Perſons of both 
Parties would be prevail'd upon, to join each 
| other's 


Love and Unity. 


other's Aſſiſtance, in carrying on ſome good 


Work, in which they are agreed. 

This, I am confident, would tend to mode- 
rate their Spirits, as to any little Differences ; 
for our preſent Heats and Animoſities about 
theſe things, have been promoted, by a di- 
ftance that ſome of each Party, have indu- 
{triouſly kept from one another. So that 1 
am very apt to think, that if Perſons of dif- 
ferent Sentiments, as to theſe Leſſer things, 
would but freely converſe together, and 


unite in ſome good deſign, in which there is 


nothing relating to their petty Differences; 
ſuch as the Work of Reformation of Manners, 
and the promoting of Chriſtian Knowledge : 
The Societies ereted for both of which, 


have been peculiarly bleſs'd, with a Unity of 


Love, and Hearty Affection in the ſeveral 
Members of them, though of different Senti- 
ments. This, I am of opinion, would very 
much contribute to that Happy Union a- 
mongſt Proteſtants, which all Wiſe and Good 
Men ſo earneſtly long and wiſh for. 
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I ſhall conclude with that Excellent Prayer Rom. 15. 
of the Great Apoſtle St. Paul for the Romans : 5» 6. 


Now the God of Patience and Conſolation grant 
Tou to be like-minded one towards another, accord- 


ing to Chriſt Feſus: That ye may with one Mind 


and one Mouth glorify God, even the Father of 
e 


our Lord Feſas Chriſt, Amen, Amen. 


n 


